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wise than interesting. Mrs. Smith writes in a beautiful and 
brilliant style. She delineates the feelings, sufferings, and errors 
belonging to each of the periods, with a searching hand ; and 
the picture of human life, which she sketches in connexion with 
her subject, is drawn and colored with the truth of long and 
keen observation. The moral she teaches and illustrates by two 
or three most exciting tales, is an important one, though perhaps 
not wholly in accordance with the sentiments of some romantic 
young people. We will not attempt to state it at large ; it amounts, 
however, to the startling doctrine, that a young lady's first love, es- 
pecially if the object of it prove to be unworthy, is not likely, 
under some circumstances, to last for ever. We have no inten- 
tion of going into so abstruse a subject in a critical notice, or of 
defending our author's thesis in a paragraph, but must refer those 
who take an interest in the matter, (and who does not? ) to the 
book itself, where it is amply treated, and adorned with all the 
graces of polished style and lively imagination. Our author's 
narrative is conducted with skill, and the plot is gradually wrought 
out, without any thing forced or awkward. Her characters, es- 
pecially the ladies, are drawn with delicacy, and made to con- 
duct themselves with propriety, through a great variety of diffi- 
cult situations. She has a remarkable talent in making them 
distinct and individual. Her dialogues are generally very well 
managed ; their only fault is one exceedingly common to dia- 
logues in print, that the interlocutors sometimes make speeches 
too long to be submitted to in real conversation, and so method- 
ical and philosophical, that a hearer might possibly suspect 
himself to be under the operation of a bore. But the style of 
them, and of the rest of the book, is elegant and animated. The 
scenes of fashionable life are free from the exaggerated coloring, 
that most of the late writers of novels of high life, are rather 
fond of spreading over objects, which they have probably contem- 
plated only at a very respectful distance. The author shows a 
highly cultivated taste in literature, and considerable knowledge 
of art, as well as the power of appreciating its beauties with a 
discriminating judgment. The book may be safely commended 
as possessing all the interest of romance, and the instructiveness 
of truth. 

6. — A Compendious History of Italy, translated from the 
original Italian. By Nathaniel Greene. New York. 
Harper & Brothers. 12mo. pp. 319. 

This is an excellent outline of Italian History, from the foun- 
dation of Rome to the present age. In a neatly written pre- 
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face, the translator states that Signor Sforzosi's work, which he 
uses, is a compilation from the histories by Bossi and Botta, two 
authors of the highest repute, the latter of whom is well known 
in the United States. This compendium is divided into five 
epochs, the first ending with the Battle of Actium, B. C. 31 ; the 
second with the fall of the Western Roman Empire, A. D. 476 ; 
the third with the pontificate of Gregory VII., A. D. 1065 ; the 
fourth with the pontificate of Julius II., A. D. 1503 ; and the 
fifth with the beginning of the year 1831. 

The arrangement of events in this little work is clear, and the 
narrative conducted with skill. The style is flowing and simple, 
and the proportions of the several parts are judiciously arrang- 
ed. Mr. Greene has done a good service by giving us this work 
in an English dress. The translation is evidently faithful to the 
original, and generally well executed in point of literary taste ; 
we say generally, for there are some violations of English idiom, 
which, in a translation, it is not perhaps easy to avoid ; and there 
are some inelegant sentences, which a slight alteration in the 
structure or arrangement of the members, would greatly improve. 
Take, for example, the following sentence, on page 291. "The 
Austrians were dragging a heavy piece of artillery through the 
streets, whose enormous weight caused it to break up by the way, 
which stopped its conductors," &c. This is obscure and awk- 
ward. The following is an example of inappropriate phraseolo- 
gy ; "A single spark would have been sufficient to produce a 
vast conflagration. Nor was that spark wanting; it burst out 
by means of the brutality of the Germans." A spark can hard- 
ly be said to burst out. Again, " It is proper, natural, and in- 
evitable to all human institutions to begin to decline the moment 
they have attained their highest susceptible point of elevation." 
This use of susceptible, we apprehend to be unauthorized ; it is 
certainly harsh, and so is the whole sentence. 

We allude to these little faults of style, merely to call the 
translator's attention to them when the work goes to another 
edition. It is not surprising that they exist ; the surprise is that 
Mr. Greene could find time, in the midst of laborious and im- 
portant official duties, to execute the work at all. Political en- 
gagements do not generally leave much time or inclination in 
our country, for the cultivation of so elegant a pursuit as the study 
of Italian literature ; and when we find that study successfully 
prosecuted, in the leisure snatched from the all but incessant 
toils of a responsible station, we must infer the existence of an 
uncommon devotion to letters. We hope Mr. Greene will enrich 
the " Family Library " with other treasures from the abundant 
stores of Italian Historical Literature. 



